The Millers had some people for dinner. At the table the lady of the house turned to her 6-year-old daughter and said, "Would you like to say the blessing?" The little girl said, "I wouldn't know what to say." The mother said, "Just say what you hear Mommy say." The little girl bowed her head and said: "Dear Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to dinner?" 
Children can pick up things from their parents. They learn everything from vocabulary to habits--for better or for worse. Think about the huge influence your parents had on your life. For most of us, our mum and/or dad had a lot to do with who and what we are right now.
This is true for Jesus, too. We tend to attribute Jesus' teachings, his compassion, and his care for others to his divinity. Lest we forget it: for all his Godly attributes and his divine status--Jesus was human too.  
Luke reminds us of Jesus humanity when he says in verse 2:52: "And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor." I think we can all agree that Luke is talking about Jesus human side when he talks about his growth in wisdom and years.
 Today's NT Scripture lesson features one of the rare accounts of Jesus' childhood years we can find in the canon of the bible. Joseph and Mary lose their twelve-year old son Jesus--they actually leave him behind--and finally find him after three days of searching for him. He spent all this time in the temple.  
But, of course, young Jesus wasn't really supposed to be there in the first place.   Or was he?  Before we talk about the remarkable display of Jesus' wisdom, let's look at the conflict we have in this story. Listen to this again: His mother said to him, “My child, why have, you done this to us? See how worried your father and I have been, looking for you.’ ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied ‘Did you not know that I must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’?" But they did not understand what he said to them. Now, doesn't that sound exactly like a slice out of real life?  A real parent-teenager conversation! Can your remember back to when you were twelve or thirteen years of age?    In a nutshell, at 12 years of age you're beginning to become an independent person.

 Whatever else may be in this lesson, we certainly see Jesus on the verge of something new. Something happens in his first expression of independence. He has a spiritual awakening. Perhaps for the first time ever, Jesus becomes aware of the predominance of the Heavenly Father over his earthly father; the fact that there is a higher purpose on his life that is above and beyond his family life, his social class, and his human existence.
Isn't that something we want for ourselves?  To want to know in my heart that God has called us me to something higher than the daily grind; to a purpose that goes beyond my earthly tasks; to a purpose that lasts beyond the grave; to a purpose that takes precedence over the strife and the sweat and the pain of eking out an existence for me and my family. I want for my life to make sense in the grand scheme of the universe. I want my life to matter.
And that's what the good news is all about, isn't it? God came to us in the form of a human being, to remind us that there is a higher calling on each and every one's life, that our lives can be meaningful beyond the grave, that we have a place in God's kingdom for eternity, that this life with its sufferings and temporal joys is not all there is. God is calling you and me with a higher calling and God has a purpose for our lives.

 What advice, what help can we get from our Scripture lessons for our spiritual lives? I believe that they pose a challenge to us. They remind us that there is a part that we have to do to get help from God for our lives. There is something we must do if we want to grow toward fulfilling the purpose God has for our lives.
Both Samuel and Jesus are reported to spend time in God's house when it is said of them that they "continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and with the people."
Colossians 3:16 reminds us to "let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
This morning, God is clearly speaking to us concerning spending time in church. And how timely this message is in a day and age when attending church services has become very irregular. We, the body of Christ, need a reminder of how important it is to come together in unity, to worship God together. We need to nurture one another in order to allow God to fertilize our spiritual growth. 
Let this be a challenge set before us by God for this New Year: to renew our commitment to worship God, with the people of God, in the house of God. Let us chime in with the young boy Jesus when he says: "Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" Not for God's sake, nor for the priest's sake, but for your own sake. What is at stake is your higher purpose in life and getting equipped to fulfill it. Sounds like a good New Year's Resolution to me. 
